CHRISTCHURCH MARLBOROUGH MONTHLY
May 2019
CONTACTS
Minister

Rev. Heather Cooper
Saturday is Heather’s day off so please avoid contacting her
on that day unless it is a significant pastoral concern.
Alison Harris (senior)
Hilary Carr
Jonathan Lyle
Carol Rensch
Kate Trowbridge
youthworkermarlborough42@gmail.com
Maurice Smith
Andrew Trowbridge
01672 513701
office@christchurchmarlborough.org.uk

Stewards:

Devotion:
Bookings:
Church Office:

If you are unable to contact the minister, in case of need, please try Alison Harris or one of the other
stewards (see contact details above). Alternatively send an email to or leave a telephone message at the
church office.

HOME GROUPS
We have a home group that meets alternate Wednesdays at 7.45pm - the contact details are:
Kate Trowbridge
3 Van Diemens Close, Marlborough, SN8 4BN

YOUTH ACTIVITIES
Hangout@Devotion is a drop in for the youth of St. Johns and meets in the Wesley Hall every Thursday
from 7-8.30pm. We always welcome new adult volunteers.

WHAT’S HAPPENING AT CHRISTCHURCH
May
5
8
12
15
19
22
26
29
30

9.00am
10.30am
2.45pm
10.30am
2.45pm
10.30am
12.15pm
2.45pm
10.30am
2.45pm
7.30pm

Informal worship, with Holy Communion, led by Rev Heather Cooper
Worship led by Mr Eric Hewitt
Women’s Fellowship
Ecumenical worship for Christian Aid Sunday at Christchurch
Women’s Fellowship
Worship led one of our home groups – preacher Andrew Trowbridge
Sunday Lunch Club
Women’s Fellowship – programme to be arranged
Worship led by Mrs Kate Trowbridge
Women’s Fellowship
Church Council

DATES FOR THE DIARY
4th June
23rd June
21st July
28th July
3rd September

Heather is having open house at the manse from 2pm
Sunday Lunch Club
Circuit service and tea to say farewell to Heather at Christchurch at 4pm
Heather’s final service at Christchurch at 10.30am
Circuit service at Christchurch to welcome Rev Stephen Skinner and his wife Jane.

OTHER NEWS AND FORTHCOMING EVENTS
Christian Aid Week – 12th to 18th May
On 12th May there is an ecumenical service in Christchurch at 10.30am when the preacher will be a
representative from Christian Aid.
On Saturday 19th May there will be the annual street collection between 9am and 1pm. Volunteers to
‘shake a tin’ are urgently needed. If you are able to offer just one hour between those times it would be
greatly appreciated and you will be helping to raise money and also raise awareness for this very worthy
charity. Please contact Janneke Blokland or speak to Andrew.

Church finances
Spring is upon us and now is a good time to be reviewing your giving to the work of Christchurch. We
have recently lost some of our regular users of the premises which means a reduction in our rental
income. On the other side our assessment (which we are required to pay to the circuit) will increase this
year and other costs (notably gas and electric are also rising). This is how you can help:
• Review your financial gift to Christchurch and consider whether you are able to increase it.
• If you don’t currently use the offering envelopes or give by standing order consider whether you
could do this. Regular and planned giving makes it much easier for budgeting the church finances.
• Gift Aid adds value to your gifts at no cost to you. For every £100 you give the government adds
£25. If you want further information please speak to Andrew.

Away Weekend
The Van Diemens TLC group are planning another weekend away in the autumn and would like to extend
the invitation to any other church members who would like to join them for conversation, fun, learning
together and fellowship. It will be from 1st to 3rd November at a venue near Shaftesbury and costs (full
board) £130 per person (small supplement for single room). Please speak to Helen Langley to book a
place.

Colour my World by Kate Trowbridge
As the main holiday season is about to begin I hope you will find new ways of relaxing and recharging the
batteries. Unconvinced of our predicted ‘barbecue Summer’ many of us will go travelling in search of
cloud free days and warm sunshine. We enjoy travelling and I am always fascinated to note that as we
journey through the regions of a country not only does the architecture change but the whole colour
range changes too. Colours define a place. Think of the orange, white and deep blue of the Mediterranean
countries, or the green and slate grey of North Wales. Imagine the blinding whites and icy cool blues of
snowy regions set against the orange, reds and browns of sandy rocks and deserts. Colour defines a
region and its people.
Colour plays an important role in the animal kingdom. Colourful markings are used for display and
attraction, or to warn off would be predators. Colours can also be the means of perfect camouflage for a
creature in danger of becoming an early lunch for another. Almost from birth we see in colour, but that is
not so for all creatures. Dogs see in red, green and yellow; cows see in purple, black and white; and
horses see only in black and white.
We live in a world of colour, and colour plays a huge part in our lives. We use it in our descriptions of
ourselves. To be ‘in the pink’ is a healthy place to be unlike ‘looking green’ or ‘feeling blue’. To be ‘red
faced’ is to admit guilt and ‘black looks’ signify anger and violence. Fear produces a white face and yellow
is associated with cowardice. In another sense colour has played a part in the shaping of whole societies.
It is not that long since the so called ‘colour’ of skin could mark out just where you stood in the hierarchy
of a community. Let us never forget the way apartheid divided South Africa, or the effect that white slave
traders had in oppressing black peoples.
Can you imagine living in a world without colour? Seeing everything through the eyes of a horse in
shades of black, grey and white! Watching the old black and white films is bad enough, but to be denied
the riotous range of colour which clothes our world is unthinkable. Sadly there are people in our
community who live life in a perpetually grey world. Bereavement, loneliness, fear, lack of self worth all
paint their days an endless shade of grey. How they long for splinters of colour to relieve the monotony.
Each of us can provide those flashes of colour with a smile, a kind word, a few minutes of conversation,
some time spent just listening.
So go on – put a bit of colour back into the lives of those you meet this week - for God created us to be the
colour in his rainbow world.

Check out our website at www.christchurchmarlborough.org.uk
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